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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE To maintain a high packet transmission 
efficiency even in the case of congestion avoidance 

control when the utilisation ratio of a transmission/ m 
reception buffer of the packet switchboard exceeds a 
sp&eifiad value. 

CONSTITUTION: A buffer management section 12 
monitors the operating state of a reception buffer 13 
and writes a succeeding reception packet to a reception 
buffer 13 within a range capable of avoiding the 
congestion in the order of higher priority set by the j} 
classifications of packet in advance. In this case, the 
packet with lower priority is saved to a reserved buffer * 
14 and when the operating rate is restored to s specified : 
value or below, it is registered in the reception buffer 13 
and sent to a line from a transmission section 17 via a 
transmission buffer 15. The delay attending on the 
packet passing through the reserved buffer 14 is 
minimized by giving higher priority in advance to a data 
packet or the like desired to be communicated with 

priority, the congestion of the transmission/reception buffer is avoided and a high packet 
transmission efficiency is maintained. 
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